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is because of you, that 
CoCoRaHS is such a huge 
success! 

Welcome Message 
 by Juan Alanis 
 
 

How are CoCoRaHS and the National 

Weather Service associated with each other? 
by Tony Merriman 

It is with great pleasure 
and excitement to intro-
duce everyone to our 
new twice yearly Co-
CoRaHS newsletter for 
the Corpus Christi, Victo-
ria, and Laredo region. 

The purpose of this 
newsletter is to keep all 
observers and residents 
across our region in-
formed and up to date 
about the latest news and 
happenings in the Co-
CoRaHS program.  

The CoCoRaHS program 
is truly a team effort at 
all levels. From the staff 
at the national CoCoRaHS 
headquarters in Colorado 
to all the state, regional 
and local coordinators 
across the nation and of 
course, the most impor-

tant people of all, our 
dedicated observers!  It is 
because of the true dedi-
cation of our observers 
that the CoCoRaHS pro-
gram has been such a 
huge success across 

Texas and the nation. 

CoCoRaHS is now in 47 
states and will add Ari-
zona and Delaware to the 
program by the end of 
the year.  Canadian and 
Mexican residents in re-
gions bordering the 
United States will now 
also be able to sign up as 
observers.  CoCoRaHS 
hopes to achieve its goal 
of 20,000 observers by 
2010! 

Once again, a big thank 
you to all our dedicated 
observers and CoCoRaHS 

cause each WFO issued a 
different product for their 
respective rainfall net-
works.  There was a need 
for standardization.  The 
CoCoRaHS network pro-
vided a great avenue for 
standardization.   

(continued on page 2) 

“If I observe my rainfall 
in Texas, why does my 
data get sent to Colo-
rado?”  This is a very 
good question that I have 
received from many of 
the great CoCoRaHS ob-
servers in South Texas.   

For many years, each 

National Weather Service 
Forecast Office had its 
own localized rainfall net-
work.  Unfortunately, ac-
cess to these rainfall 
amounts were difficult to 
obtain from one weather 
forecast office (WFO) to 
another, primarily be-
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How CoCoRaHS assists with the ongoing drought 
by Tony Merriman 

local presence in South 
Texas at the National 
Weather Service - Corpus 
Christi Forecast Office.   

The CoCoRaHS network 
originated with the Colo-
rado Climate Center at 
Colorado State University 
in 1998 due in part to the 

Fort Collins flood a year 
prior.  In the years since, 
CoCoRaHS expanded rap-
idly with over 15,000 ob-
servers in 47 states.  This 
national reach and subse-
quent standardization has 
proven to be very benefi-
cial for the National 
Weather Service.  Not 

only does it alleviate the 
administrative burden of 
maintaining a local net-
work, but it also allows 
the regional coordinators 

to focus on the needs of 
the observers.   

The partnering of the 
National Weather Service 
and CoCoRaHS creates a 
more efficient system of 
collecting rainfall 

amounts and distributing 
rainfall data on a national 
scale while maintaining a 

Environmental scientists 
who generate the U.S. 
Drought Monitor Product 
utilize various precipita-
tion sources and drought 
indices to produce the 
final national drought 
map.  Among these pre-
cipitation sources are the 
rainfall data collected 
from the CoCoRaHS net-
work. 

It is extremely important 
for observers to report 
when it does not rain 
(0.00”) as much as it is 
for observers to report 
when it does rain.  The 
zero precipitation 
amounts assist the 
Drought Monitor authors 
by giving them more con-
fidence in assessing 

drought intensity.          
If zeros were not re-
ported, then the precipi-
tation values for those 
days would be assumed 
to be missing and confi-
dence in the drought in-
tensity would not be as 
high. 

I really appreciate seeing 
many observers across 
South Texas already re-
porting zero rainfall 
amounts when it does 
not rain.  You are all pro-
viding valuable observa-
tions key to accurately 
monitoring the drought 
conditions across the re-
gion.  Keep up the great 
work!   The U.S. Drought Monitor is updated on a weekly basis with the final product 

issued every Thursday.  The Texas drought map can be found at the following 

URL:  http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/DM_state.htm?TX,S 
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”In the years since 
(1998), CoCoRaHS 
expanded rapidly 
with over 15,000 
observers in 47 
states.” 



Caring for your rain gauge 

 by Juan Alanis 

Meet the Webb County CoCoRaHS Coordinator   
 by Juan Alanis 

takes a few minutes.  
Please note that the large 
cylinder should also be 
cleaned regularly. 

CoCoRaHS does not rec-

ommend using a firm 
bottle brush.  It is also 
not recommended to 
place your gauge in the 
dishwasher.  These meth-
ods may eventually begin 
to scuff/scratch and haze 
the inside of your gauge.  

It has been a dry summer 
across much of the re-
gion.  As a result, most of 
our rain gauges are 
probably collecting more 
dust and bugs than rain 
drops.  It is very impor-
tant, however, that we 
take a few minutes to 
clean out our gauges. 
Dirt and bugs can build 
up inside the cylinder and 
start affecting your read-
ings. In humid areas, 
algae can also grow in 

your gauge. 

To keep your gauge in 
great shape, pour some 
warm water and some 
gentle liquid hand soap in 

the small tube and let it 
soak for a few minutes.  
Next, twist a thin soft 
towel and spin it into 
your small cylinder until it 
reaches the bottom.  Ro-
tate the towel to wipe all 
the dirt off the bottom. 
This can be done on a 
monthly basis and it only Proper maintenance of your rain 

gauge ensures accurate rainfall 

measurements. 
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ogy column for the LAREDOS, a 
monthly newspaper since 2005.  

Juan also had brief stints as a 
broadcast meteorologist in 2000 
and 2004 at KVTV CBS 13 in 
Laredo. 

Juan became a rainfall observer 
for the National Weather Service 
in July 2007 and became the 
Webb County CoCoRaHS Coordi-
nator in October 2007, helping 
the NWS promote and expand the 
CoCoRaHS program in the Laredo 
area from three original observers 
to the current 26.  

  
Juan Alanis, Jr., Webb County 
CoCoRaHS Coordinator has 
been involved with the 
weather since high school.  
During his time at United High 
School in Laredo, he was a 
weather observer for KGNS-TV 
meteorologist Richard Berler, 

wrote a weather column for the 
high school newspaper as well 

as produced the weather seg-
ment for the school’s daily news 
broadcast. 

During his college years in Aus-
tin, Juan continued as a 
weather observer, for KTBC-TV 
meteorologist Troy Kimmel and 
became a trained SKYWARN 
severe storm spotter. 

Juan graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in 
May 2000 with a degree in Ra-
dio-TV-Film, and is now seeking 
a Masters Degree in Educational 
Administration from Texas A & 
M International University in 
Laredo.  He has been a teacher 
with the United Independent 
School District for the past eight 
years and has had a meteorol-



Meet the South Texas Regional CoCoRaHS Coordinator 
 by Tony Merriman 

 

Tony Merriman is the South Texas 
CoCoRaHS regional coordinator and is 
also a general forecaster at the Na-
tional Weather Service – Corpus 
Christi Forecast Office.  He is origi-
nally from northern Indiana where he 
became interested in weather at age 
5 when a tornado passed a few miles 

north of his house.   

Tony attended college at Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington, Indiana.  Dur-
ing his time in college, he was an in-
tern at WKJG-TV (now WISE-TV) in 
Fort Wayne and worked at the North-
ern Indiana National Weather Service 

Forecast Office.  He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Geogra-
phy with a concentration in Atmos-
pheric Science and a Minor in Mathe-
matics. 

 

Tony joined the National Weather Service 
Forecast Office in Corpus Christi in 2004 
three months before the historic Christ-
mas Eve snow event.  He was an intern 
for a year and a half and was then pro-
moted to a general forecaster in 2006.  
He became the South Texas CoCoRaHS 
regional coordinator during the summer of 

2007 and now oversees 160+ observers 
within the region. 

National Weather Service Mission Statement: 

The National Weather Service (NWS) provides weather, hydro-
logic, and climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its 
territories, adjacent waters and ocean areas, for the protection of 
life and property and the enhancement of the national economy. 
NWS data and products form a national information database and 
infrastructure which can be used by other governmental agencies, 
the private sector, the public, and the global community. 

Brief National Weather Service History: 

The National Weather Service has its beginnings in the early his-
tory of the United States. Weather has always been important to 
the citizenry of this country, and this was especially true during the 
17th and 18th centuries. 

The beginning of the National Weather Service we know today 
started on February 9th, 1870, when President Ulysses S. Grant 
signed a joint resolution of Congress authorizing the Secretary of 
War to establish a national weather service.   

 

ON THE WEB! 

http://www.weather.gov/corpuschristi 

National Weather Service 
300 Pinson Dr. 

Corpus Christi, TX  78406 
 

 

Public Phone Line:  (361) 289-0959 ext. 1 
Recorded Forecasts:  (361) 289-1861 

E-mail: Tony.Merriman@noaa.gov 
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